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Welcome to the second issue for 2009 of our 
newsletter.  The Walvis Bay Corridor Group 
(WBCG) strives to be the leading trade route of 
southern Africa and with this said, there is continu-
ous evidence that this is happening.  Continued 
interest in the Walvis Bay Corridors have led to the 

point, where increased direct calls are calling at 
the Port of Walvis Bay as a result of the increased 
demand to utilize the Walvis Bay Corridors and the 
opportunities that are at our existing and potential 
users disposal in terms of time and cost savings as 
well as efficiency. 
 

In this edition we will be looking at how popular the 
Port of Walvis Bay has become in terms of attract-
ing more direct calls to the port;  record time that 
has been achieved for the transporting of goods 
from the Port of Walvis Bay to Zambia;  and the 
activities of the WBCG HIV/AIDS Helpdesk. 

 
We thank our members for adding value to our 
newsletter by submitting news and please feel free 
to forward any comments or suggestions you might 
have.  
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            3333    The Walvis Bay Corridors continues to grow despite the global 
economic slowdown.  During the month of January 2009 the traffic 
volumes along the Walvis Bay corridors has reached its highest 
levels yet, carrying more than 55,000 tonnes for the month along 
the TransCaprivi, TransCunene and TransKalahari Corridors.    
 
Most of these volumes have been imports destined for Angola via 
the Port of Walvis Bay.  More and more consumables, equipment 
and vehicles are being imported via the Port of Walvis Bay and 
then moved along the TransCunene Corridor into Angola.  Al-
though most of the goods are destined for Southern Angola, more 
goods are being transported now to Luanda in Angola.  The Port of 
Walvis Bay has become a real alternative for importers in Angola 
with the shorter transit times, ensuring delivery of cargo in shorter 
transit times from Walvis Bay to Luanda.  With the redevelopment 
and construction of projects in Angola Namibia has become a 
complementary trade route to serve importers in this country.  
Many logistics service providers and importers in Angola have 
established business links with their counterparts in Namibia to 
grow imports along this route.  Major projects in Southern Angola 

utilize the Port of Walvis Bay and the TransCunene Corridor to 
transport construction material and equipment to its destination.   
 
The Port of Walvis Bay has also during the past few years 
strengthened its international shipping network with direct services 
to and from Europe, North America and the Far East.  This has 
therefore provided the opportunity to importers and exporters in 
the SADC region, specifically countries like Angola, Botswana, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gauteng (South Africa) Zambia 
and Zimbabwe to utilize the Port of Walvis Bay as an efficient alter-
native route to these markets. 
 

Volumes along these corridors have therefore grown with an an-

nual rate of more than 150% continuously.   The Walvis Bay Corri-

dor Group has now offices in Lusaka, Zambia since 2005 and 

Johannesburg, South Africa since 2008 to support its business 

development drive of developing the Port of Walvis Bay as the 

preferred trade route to and from Southern Africa.  

WALVIS BAY CORRIDOR ROUTES REACHING WALVIS BAY CORRIDOR ROUTES REACHING WALVIS BAY CORRIDOR ROUTES REACHING WALVIS BAY CORRIDOR ROUTES REACHING     

HIGHEST VOLUMES YETHIGHEST VOLUMES YETHIGHEST VOLUMES YETHIGHEST VOLUMES YET    

A van der Walt Transport, one of the most prominent road trans-
porters along the TCC route recently acknowledged a three days 
transit time between Walvis Bay and Zambia.  The shipment con-
sisting of non-hazardous chemicals, which originated from Hous-
ton, USA arrived at the Port of Walvis Bay within 12 days, which 
then proceeded by road, along the Trans Caprivi Corridor, with a 
super link and arrived in Zambia within 3 days.  The consignment 
was transported at a speed of 80 km/h.  The consignment was 
urgently needed by the client, hence the choice to utilise the Trans 
Caprivi Corridor via the Port of Walvis Bay. 
 
This is a lucid indication that the Walvis Bay Corridors offers the 
fastest trade route between the America’s and southern Africa via 
the Port of Walvis Bay.  “If all role players team together anything 
is possible – pre-clearance and communication are vital elements 
in the success of speedy deliveries”, Mr Bertie Opperman, from A 
van der Walt Transport, indicated. A van der Walt Transport has 
been moving various commodities for the fishing and mining sec-
tors for the past 19 years on this route, making it one of the most 
experienced road transporters between Namibia and Zambia.  
 

It is clear that this is a result of the Walvis Bay Corridor Group’s 
continuous efforts in promoting the TCC as a viable alternative 
transport route to other traditional routes in the region and we re-
main committed to maintain the level of efficiency on the Trans 
Caprivi Corridor for the benefit of potential and existing users. 
 
The Walvis Bay Corridor Group is focused on developing the 
Trans Caprivi Corridor as the fastest trade route between the 
America’s and Zambia as well as southern DRC with a keen inter-
est on time-sensitive cargo.  A Trans Caprivi Corridor Cluster was 
established between Zambia and Namibia to address bottlenecks 
regarding trade development with the aim of reducing the time 
spent at the borders between the Katima Mulilo/Sesheke and the 
Livingston border posts.  Since the establishment of such a cluster, 
various milestones have been achieved, such as funding has been 
secured to strengthen & widen the Divundu bridge in Namibia for 
abnormal cargo; axle loads between Namibia and Zambia have 
been harmonized; border operating hours harmonized; fewer 
check points; the visas for commercial vehicle drivers have been 
extended from three months to twelve months to mention but a 
few.   

3 DAYS TRANSIT TIME TO ZAMBIA FROM THE PORT OF WALVIS BAY3 DAYS TRANSIT TIME TO ZAMBIA FROM THE PORT OF WALVIS BAY3 DAYS TRANSIT TIME TO ZAMBIA FROM THE PORT OF WALVIS BAY3 DAYS TRANSIT TIME TO ZAMBIA FROM THE PORT OF WALVIS BAY    
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The Port of Walvis Bay has been handling increasing volumes of 
copper since April last year.  The traditional routes for copper ex-
ports from the Copperbelt region in Zambia as well as the DRC 
have been the Port of Dar es Salaam and the Port of Durban.  The 
Port of Walvis Bay has since 2004 established a direct linkage to 
the Copperbelt and the DRC market and providing shorter transit 
times for these exporters.  The transport of goods from the Port of 
Walvis Bay to the Copperbelt is on average 4-5 days by road with 
only a single border crossing at Katima Mulilo in Namibia. 

 

The Trans Caprivi Corridor (TCC) links the Port of Walvis Bay to 

Zambia and the DRC and since the completion of the bridge in 

May 2004 at Katima Mulilo the volumes along this corridor has 

made significant progress in terms of cargo volumes that has been 

growing from 200 tonnes per month in 2004 up to record levels of 

almost 13 000 tonnes per month in 2009.  Imports handled along 

the TCC include sulphur and other chemicals which have in-

creased significantly.  The Walvis Bay Corridor Group (WBCG) 

established a branch office in Lusaka, Zambia in 2005 with the aim 

of creating awareness and to establish new business in terms of 

utilizing the TCC via the Port of Walvis Bay, as the fastest, safest 

and a more secure trade route to and from Zambia and the DRC.   

 

To support this, the WBCG has with the assistance of the Swedish 

International Development Agency initiated a Project on Safe 

Trade and Transport Corridors.  The primary focus of this project is 

to see how we could establish interventions which would allow us 

to ensure Road Safety, Corridor Security and HIV/AIDS support in 

the long term along the Walvis Bay Corridors.  Furthermore, a 

Trans Caprivi Corridor Cluster was established between Zambia 

and Namibia to address bottlenecks regarding trade development 

with the aim of reducing the time spent at the borders between the 

Katima Mulilo/Sesheke and the Livingstone border posts.  This has 

translated into various milestones that have been achieved, such 

as funding has been secured to strengthen & widen the Divundu 

bridge in Namibia for abnormal cargo;  axle loads between Na-

mibia and Zambia have been harmonized; border operating hours 

harmonized;  fewer check points; the visas for commercial vehicle 

drivers have been extended from three months to twelve months to 

mention but a few.  Furthermore, a Walvis Bay Ndola Lubumbashi 

Corridor Committee between stakeholders from Namibia, Zambia 

and the DRC has been established to address the bottlenecks 

along the TCC in terms of trade development. 

 

With the increased business confidence to utilize the Walvis Bay 

Corridors, the Port of Walvis Bay has committed to expanding the 

port to handle 500 000 TEU’s to accommodate all exports and 

imports to maintain the level of efficiency. 

ZAMBIA & DRC COPPER EXPORTS FIND A NEW ROUTE TO ZAMBIA & DRC COPPER EXPORTS FIND A NEW ROUTE TO ZAMBIA & DRC COPPER EXPORTS FIND A NEW ROUTE TO ZAMBIA & DRC COPPER EXPORTS FIND A NEW ROUTE TO     

EXPORT MARKETSEXPORT MARKETSEXPORT MARKETSEXPORT MARKETS    
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            5555    Maersk Line and sister line Safmarine have announced a new 

direct import service, the Samba service East Bound from the 

Middle East to the Port of Walvis Bay.  The first vessel on this 

service arrived during the first week of April 2009 and will be sail-

ing weekly.  This poses as a definite advantage in terms of speed-

ing up the rotation from 9 to 8 weeks.     

This follows the response to the increased market demand in utiliz-

ing the Walvis Bay Corridors through the Port of Walvis Bay.  The 

majority of the consignments, that benefit from the service, are 

primarily destined for Angola.  There has been a significant in-

crease in the transportation of vehicles, furniture and machinery 

destined for Angola along the Trans Cunene Corridor through the 

Port of Walvis Bay. 

 

Furthermore, the Walvis Bay Corridors offer immense opportuni-

ties for importers and exporters since it provides a reliable and 

shorter transit route between the inland and the overseas market.   

The Port of Walvis Bay has been attracting more and more direct 

calls to service the markets in southern Africa.  The fact that the 

Port is strategically located on the West Coast, is a competitive 

advantage in terms of ensuring faster transit times between 

Europe, and the America’s.    

NEW DIRECT IMPORT SERVICE FROM THE MIDDLE EAST TO  NEW DIRECT IMPORT SERVICE FROM THE MIDDLE EAST TO  NEW DIRECT IMPORT SERVICE FROM THE MIDDLE EAST TO  NEW DIRECT IMPORT SERVICE FROM THE MIDDLE EAST TO      

WALVIS BAYWALVIS BAYWALVIS BAYWALVIS BAY    



 

 

The leading trade route in southern Africa  

            6666    

MITSUI OSK LINES (MOL) NOW CALLING AT THE PORT OF MITSUI OSK LINES (MOL) NOW CALLING AT THE PORT OF MITSUI OSK LINES (MOL) NOW CALLING AT THE PORT OF MITSUI OSK LINES (MOL) NOW CALLING AT THE PORT OF 

WALVIS BAY AS A DIRECT SERVICEWALVIS BAY AS A DIRECT SERVICEWALVIS BAY AS A DIRECT SERVICEWALVIS BAY AS A DIRECT SERVICE    

Japan’s Mitsui OSK Lines (MOL), who will be represented by 

Ocean Liner Services, a division of Manica Group (Pty) Limited, 

have announced a new direct service, the Indian Ocean Islands, 

South Africa, West Africa dedicated container service (ISW).  The 

first vessel on this service is due to depart Singapore on the 8th of 

May 2009, and will be calling at the Port of Walvis Bay with a fre-

quency of 10 days.     

“We investigated the current and likely future trade movements, 

and considered what would be the most beneficial for our clients,” 

said MOL General Manager, Linder Division TK Konishi.  “With 

these changes, we can provide many service routes between West  

Africa and several areas in the world.  We are very confident we 

clients, and continue our longstanding role as a major supporter of 

trade growth in the region through our West Africa trade services.”   

 

This service provides an ideal opportunity for the shipment of min-

erals from the Copperbelt through the Port of Walvis Bay, along 

the Trans Caprivi Corridor to the international markets.  This is a 

clear sign that confidence in utilizing the Walvis Bay Corridors, by 

Angola, Botsana, DRC, Gauteng, Zambia and Zimbabwe, through 

the Port of Walvis Bay has grown in the past 10 years with figures 

that have been recorded at more than 55000 tons along the Walvis 

Bay Corridors.   

A joint UNECA-WBCG workshop was held in Walvis Bay from 24 – 
26 February 2009.  In an effort, to promote intra-africa trade, the 
purpose of the workshop was to share experiences through pres-
entations and a study tour of the Walvis Bay port in the implemen-
tation of trade facilitation and corridor management programs 
across the eastern and southern Africa sub-region and to assess 
progress in the design and implementation of trade facilitation 
programmes and projects within the sub-region. 
 
The meeting was attended by the following ministries, departments 
and institutions from Namibia: Ministry of Trade and Industry, Min-
istry of Finance, Ministry of Works and Transport, Ministry of Home 
Affairs & Immigration, the National Planning Commission, the 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Engineering Department and 
German Logistic Centre of Polytechnic of Namibia. The meeting 
was also attended by representatives from the following regional 
economic communities, user countries and corridor management 
groups who carried out presentations:  Common Market for East-
ern and Southern Africa (COMESA), Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC), Southern Africa Customs Union (SACU), Port 
Management Association of Eastern and Southern Africa 
(PMAESA), Walvis Bay Corridor Group (WBCG), Federation of 
East and Southern African Road Transport Associations 
(FESARTA), Tanzania Ports Authority, Namibia Ports Authority,  
Luanda Ports Authority, Botswana Unified Revenue Service 

(Custom Division),Central Corridor, Trans Kalahari Corridor Man-
agement Committee, and Southern Africa Global Competitiveness 
Hub.  Also in attendance were representatives from UNECA, Afri-
can Development Bank (AfDB), UNDP, the World Bank, Swedish 
Trade Council, gTKP Resource Centre. 
 
In his opening remarks, Mr. Joseph Atta-Mensah, Chief of Re-
gional Integration Section, UNECA, noted that “African countries 
are using regional integration as a strategy for economic develop-
ment and consequently the alleviation of poverty....through re-
gional integration poor African countries with fragile economies 
could bolster their economies of scale, enhance their productivity 
and strengthen their presence in export markets.  Furthermore, he 
noted that trade liberalization within a regional integration area 
imposes stringent competition on firms, reduce their operating 
costs and enhance their productivity. It is for this reason, he said, 
trade liberalization is the cornerstone of African regional economic 
communities (RECs) because of its catalytic role in stimulating 
trade within and outside African markets. 
 
The WBCG aims to “contribute towards the attainment of tangible 
economic benefits for all the peoples in the region, offering the 
shortest possible regional destination route on the west coast and 
therefore save on time and cost.”  
  

PROMOTING INTRAPROMOTING INTRAPROMOTING INTRAPROMOTING INTRA----AFRICAN TRADEAFRICAN TRADEAFRICAN TRADEAFRICAN TRADE    
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MUSIC CD RAISES HIV/AIDS AWARENESS AMONG TRUCKERSMUSIC CD RAISES HIV/AIDS AWARENESS AMONG TRUCKERSMUSIC CD RAISES HIV/AIDS AWARENESS AMONG TRUCKERSMUSIC CD RAISES HIV/AIDS AWARENESS AMONG TRUCKERS    

After a recent donation of 500 Namibia Live Music CDs from the 
American Embassy’s Public Affairs Division, the Walvis Bay Corri-
dor Group HIV/AIDS Help Desk in collaboration with Roads Au-
thority continues to educate truck drivers on the effective precau-
tions to avoid getting infected with HIV while on the road and away 
from their partners. The CDs contains local tracks performed by 
some of Namibia’s finest artists and while it provides an entertain-
ment aspect, the tracks are preceded by an HIV/AIDS related mes-
sage. 
 
The primary recipient of these educational tools are the truck driv-
ers and the rationale behind this is that due to the nature of their 
operations it is challenging to reach them with HIV/AIDS pro-
grammes within the workplace. Thus, through a well calculated 
partnership with the US Embassy and the Roads Authority each 
truck driver passing through the weighbridge is presented with a 
copy of the CD to listen to as they continue with their long journey. 
 
As part of its social responsibility the Walvis Bay Corridor Group 
HIV/AIDS Help Desk will continue to implement feasible interven-
tions for the transport sector and that will aim to assist especially 
the most vulnerable groups like the truck drivers. Soon the Help 
Desk with the support of the German Development Agency  (GTZ) 
will launch a Truck Drivers Information Toolkit, that will be distrib-
uted amongst transport companies belonging to the Help Desk, 
with the long terms objective of making such kits available for the 
entire transport sector. 

 
HIV/AIDS prevalence is considered to be high in the transport 
sector, especially among migrant workers such as truck drivers. As 
a response to this threat to all business operations, WBCG 

launched its HIV/AIDS Help Desk in 2003 to address HIV/AIDS 

in a comprehensive and cost-effective way through combined 
efforts and shared resources with its member companies. 
  
The Help Desk provides support to fight the socio-economic 
impact of HIV/AIDS on the transport sector, especially within its 
member companies. The HIV/AIDS Help Desk is tasked with the 
provision of information, advice and referrals as well as to facili-
tate the implementation of comprehensive workplace pro-
grammes in member companies, including prevention, care and 
support. Currently the Help Desk has a membership of twelve 
(12) trucking companies. 
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The Walvis Bay Corridor Group  was established to promote and develop business for the Walvis Bay Corridors 
and Ports. It acts as a service and facilitation centre to coordinate international trade with SADC countries through 
the Port of Walvis Bay.  The Corridors are an integrated approach that accommodates all modes of transport from 
the Port of Walvis Bay along  well-maintained systems of rail networks and tarred roads. 
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WALVIS BAY CORRIDOR FACT SHEET WALVIS BAY CORRIDOR FACT SHEET WALVIS BAY CORRIDOR FACT SHEET WALVIS BAY CORRIDOR FACT SHEET 

TRANS  CUNENE CORRIDORTRANS  CUNENE CORRIDORTRANS  CUNENE CORRIDORTRANS  CUNENE CORRIDOR    

The Trans Cunene Corridor operated by the Walvis Bay Corridor Group 
( W BCG ) , links the Port of Walvis Bay to the southern region of Angola via 
Tsumeb and Ondangwa to the Oshikango ( in Namibia )  and the Santa Clara 
border post in Angola.  The Trans Cunene Corridor is perfectly positioned to ser-

vice the two-way trade between Angola, Namibia, South Africa, Europe, the Ameri-
cas and the Far East. 
  

Location Distance from Walvis 
Bay 

Transit time 

Windhoek, Namibia 384 km 1 day 

Tsumeb, Namibia 575 km 1 day 

Lubango, Angola 1,551 km 4 days 

Border Posts and Operating Hours for Oshikango and Santa Clara: 

Border Posts Operating Hours 
Oshikango (Namibia) / Santa Clara (Angola) *08:00 – 18:00 

*Please note that Namibia operates on daylight savings time during the winter months.  
 Summer months GMT +2 
 Winter months GMT +1 

 

Truckers are advised to arrive at the border post by 16h00 to ensure timely clearance. 


